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What is the *IMD?
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*IMD
● Different for England, Scotland & Wales

● Across health, income, access, education, 
etc.

● Used for policy and intervention

● National Statistics



 
smartdatafoundry.com

Focus on SIMD
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Limitations
● Infrequent updates

● A busy few years

● Labour intensive

● Benefits focused
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An *IMD enhancement?
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Desire
● Near real-time

● Administrative spatial resolution

● Discovers evolving situations
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How can we help?
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Partial solution
● Financial data

● Privacy first

● 5 safes
– Projects, People,

– Settings, Data,

– & Outputs
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What does this mean?
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Toy data
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Transforming individual data
to statistics
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Sample metrics
● Benefits dependence

● Overdraft use

● Income
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Caveats
● Work in progress!

● Small(ish) sample size
– Please ask for more info

● Crude spatial joins



 
smartdatafoundry.com



 
smartdatafoundry.com



 
smartdatafoundry.com



 
smartdatafoundry.com



 
smartdatafoundry.com



 
smartdatafoundry.com

… as a time series
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Use cases
● East Renfrewshire Council

● Interventions and baselines

● Canary in the coalmine

● Planning & policy
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Future development
● England and Wales

● Other metrics
– Net zero homes

– Child poverty

– Public health
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Maps with R
● Why?

● When?

● Is it easy?
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Maps with R
● Why?

● When?

● Is it easy?

https://geocompx.org/

https://geocompx.org/
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Maps with R
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Maps with R
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Summary
● R is great for data visualisation maps!

● Finance data can supplement statistics 
publications

● Privacy and trust are key

● Collaborators and use cases welcome
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Contact
● michael.spencer@smartdatafoundry.com

● @mikerspencer@mastodon.scot

● linkedin.com/in/mikerspencer/

● @mikerspencer:matrix.org

● smartdatafoundry.com
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