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Group Captain Pe ter Townsend

Born: Rangoon 1914
Died: Saint-Léger-en-Yvelines,- 1995
1930: RAF fighter pilot
1944: Equerry to King George VI
1952: Comptroller to Her Majesty 
the Queen Mother



1955









November 2020 - 30 day challenge!
● Rough route map
● Add some 

cartography
● Splash of 

decoration
● Search “30 Day 

Map Challenge”



A Plan was hatched…
● Find all the places mentioned on the route
● Store original name, found name, 

arrival/departure date, page number, notes.
● Add fields for sections of the route, 

road/sea/air etc.
● Start a new QGIS project!



Page 30

“It was on Sunday 21st October when I drove out of 
Bruxelles…”



Page 31

“I joined the autobahn and settled down to a sedate 
45mph. Mannheim, Stuttgart and Mulhausen fell 
behind…”



Contex t…

Wikipedia: “Its 
municipal name 
was changed 
from Mühlhausen 
to Mühlhausen im 
Täle in 1959”



Page 57 Jullundur

“The mountains of the Khyber lay far behind and the 
road ran on … through Rawalpindi, Jullundur and 
Gujrat - the shades of Kipling and the Indian Army still 
hover about these garrison towns…”
“Lahore was my destination…”
“...at Amritsar I left Pakistan”



Where?
Connaught Rangers 
Regimental History: 
“In June 1920, some of 
the regiment’s men 
mutinied in the Indian 
city of Jullundur (now 
Jalandhar)”

Rawalpindi

Gujrat

Jullundur?



New Names for Old

Peking Beijing
Fort Jameson Chipata

Canton Guangzhou
Luluabourg Kananga
Léopoldville Kinshasa



geonames.org
El Goléa



geonames.org
El Goléa



geonames.org
El Goléa



Open/Proprie tary Map Layers
“Higesawa”

“Over the hill from Kaida is a hamlet called Higesawa. 
You can walk there, through a wood of silver birch 
saplings…”



Google Maps: Higesougo?



OSM: 髭沢川?
OSM is in local 
language!



osMap.uk: Higesawa kawa!



Bing, ESRI…
QGIS Quick Map Services plugin!



Perry-Castañeda Library (PCL) 
Map Collection



Old Maps



De tail



Vie tnam, 1970



Archive Sources

“I slept that night in the car, in a camping site on the 
banks of the Rocky River. There was one other 
occupant - in fact he may have been the owner - an 
excessively inquisitive squirrel…
…he stole some of my supper, then shinned up a tree 
and swore at me.”



Interne t Archive: archive.org



David Rumsey Map Collection



Other Collections



Historical Research

“I crossed a turbid stream, the Pea river, and came to a 
place where in 1837 the last Indian battle in Alabama 
took place. Here General Wellborn and his men 
attacked and routed 300 Indians…”



Be tween Eufaula and Greenville…

Pea River



https://www.exploresouthernhistory.com/hobdys1.html

Li t tle bi t of searching…



Be tween Eufaula and Greenville…

Pea River



Jim Cout ts’ Cabin

“I crossed into Manitoba and stopped at a little petrol 
station. Opposite, a log cabin stood in a shady grove. 
The proprietor, Jim Coutts, invited me to spend the 
night there.”
“I cooked a meal and settled down for the night under a 
mosquito attack…”



Which way?
Yorkton

Wasagamingborder



Northern or Southern Route?



Roads



Ask a friend…

● Hey Patrick, have you got access to the 
Canadian census from the 1950s? I’m looking 
for Jim (James) Coutts, Manitoba…



Mee t the Cout ts



Mee t the Cout ts



History



History



Progress Map…
https://b-rowlingson.gitlab.io/earth-my-friend/

● Shell script builds 
leaflet map from 
geopackage

● Push to gitlab 
pages



Finished! 514 Points in QGIS



Make Tracks! Lines from Points
● Identify overland sections
● Add sequence column for order
● Create Virtual Layer using SQL

section sequence



Asia Overland



The Icon



Side View

Still working on rotating 
correctly…



● Set of increasingly 
wider black/white 
outlines

● Use buffer layers
● Geometry Generator

QGIS Feature: Outline Cartography



Strip Map



Strip Map
QGIS Map 
Composition



Next?
● Geohipster Calendar! (geohipster.com)
● Full 12-page calendar?
● Poster
● 12-part BBC4 Series



First/Last Overland (1955-2019)



First/Last Overland



Thomas Stevens, 1896…
● Volume 1 of 3
● 600 pages…



Thanks!
I’m Boo, the 
1983 Series 

III SWB!


